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Welcome to the Winter 2009 issue of the UK Clinical Ethics
Newsletter. We hope that you have had a productive year in
developing ethics support in your Trusts. The focus on
pandemic influenza management has been an opportunity for
some CECs to raise their profile within the organisation with
clinicians and managers seeking ethical advice and
frameworks for difficult decision making. UKCEN has been
making progress in getting clinical ethics onto the wider NHS
agenda, greatly assisted by our new Patron Baroness Sally
Greengross. On the 14thDecember representatives of UKCEN
met with members of the House of Lords at the invitation of
Baroness Greengross to put the case for clinical ethics
committees as a requirement for all NHS trusts. There is
clearly much work for us to do but this meeting was a huge
step forward.

Following the success of the 2009 conference in Oxford our
colleagues in Cardiff have been working hard to prepare for
what promises to be an equally successful conference in 2010.
More details of the Cardiff conference can be found on page 4
in this issue. This year UKCEN will be sponsoring a Train the
Trainers Workshop linked to the conference for members of
CECs who wish to take on a more active training role within
their own CEC or more widely. (see p4 for details).

The Network and UK CECs continue to attract attention and
interest from people in other countries interested in
developing similar models of ethics support in their health
care system. Visitors from Australia and New Zealand
attended the Oxford conference to gain more information on
how we work. One of these, Bev Ferres, spent some time
travelling to meet with CECs in England and has now returned
to Australia to set up a committee in her won hospital. She
reflects on her UK experience on page 3.

Finally we wish you all a very merry Christmas and look
forward to seeing you in Cardiff in 2010.

Anne Slowther, Editor




